RESOLUTION

The Town Of Mount Desert (Maine) adopts a Resolution as follows:

WHEREAS, the Town of Mount Desert Comprehensive Plan, as enacted on July 23, 1990 and amended March 2, 1993, states that natural beauty, a clean environment, and the character of its inhabitants are the most valuable resources of the Town of Mount Desert, and further states that each proposal for development or other change within the Town must be judged in relation to its effect on the preservation of natural beauty, a clean environment, and community characteristics, and

WHEREAS, the existing Town of Mount Desert Comprehensive Plan, states that the Land Use Policy shall advocate uses of land that will facilitate construction of housing at reasonable prices for occupancy by year-round residents; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Mount Desert Comprehensive Plan states that the Land Use Policy shall develop and exercise land use policies that will preserve existing community conditions; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Mount Desert Comprehensive Plan states that the Land Use Policy shall encourage the concept of conservation and preservation of open space by the land-owners of the Town; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Mount Desert Comprehensive Plan omitted any specific strategic plan to accomplish the above stated policies; and

WHEREAS, the average cost of housing in the Town of Mount Desert now exceeds the purchasing power of most of the year-round families that comprise the community workforce of our economy; and

WHEREAS, retaining the year-round community workforce is vital to the stability of the local economy and cultural resources; and

WHEREAS, over 70% of the responses to the survey conducted by the Town to guide development of a new Comprehensive Plan indicated that the Town should encourage affordable housing; and

WHEREAS, over 69% of the responses to the survey conducted by the Town to guide development of a new Comprehensive Plan indicated a preference to cluster zoning over existing zoning.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Town of Mount Desert hereby resolves to actively promote the Comprehensive Plan and Land Use Ordinance to facilitate cluster zoning concepts and opportunities for year-round workforce housing.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO COMPREHENSIVE PLAN:

Section V (B). – annex to existing text: Suitable methods to achieve such results may include cluster style developments that reserve portions of the site for common open space areas, and by allowing creatively designed development with efficient use of public services and facilities. The goal shall be to direct development in a manner that bests preserves the natural features of the site, wildlife habitat, and soil and water resources, and that is in harmony with surrounding development and/or the traditional community characteristics.

Section V (C). – to encourage the long-term stability of the community by encouraging housing opportunities for year-round residents. Of foremost importance is to encourage concepts that link the cost of housing to the purchasing power of the year-round community workforce. Suitable methods to achieve such results may include density bonuses for developments that include covenants limiting the equity component of land cost as utilized by public and non-profit housing and land trusts, or other similar qualified individual efforts. The goal shall be to maintain a balanced growth pattern between year-round and seasonal residential development.

Section V (H) – to advocate uses of the land that will respect historic buildings and landmarks. (this is the residual of the existing Section V (C) replaced above)

