






















































































































































































































































































G.F. Johnston & Associates 
Civil Engineers and 

 Land Use Consultants
58 Hillcrest Circle,  P.O. Box 197 Southwest Harbor, 

Maine 04679 
207-244-1200 Phone /Fax 

February 12th, 2019 
Board of Selectman 
Town of Mount Desert 
PO Box 248 
Northeast Harbor, ME 04662 

RE: 13 Manchester Road -Map 25 Lot 009 
        Sewer Ordinance Connection Waiver 
        Section 4.04 

Dear Chairman Macauley and Members of Board: 

We are assisting Christopher Austen owner of property at 13 Manchester Road with sewer 
design. Mr. Austen has a purchase and sales contract for a parcel of land for sale by Martha and 
Charles Bucklin. The property for sale and of interest is Map 25 Lot 13.  

We are requesting the Board review and consider a waiver of the Sewer Ordinance requirement 
for a separate and individual sewer connection for each structure under Section 4.04 of the Sewer 
Ordinance. If such a waiver could be granted Mr. Austen would be reasonably assured access to 
the public sewer for the now vacant and adjacent land he has under contract.  

Mr. Austen has recently made significant improvements to his current property on Lot 9. As part 
of these improvements he has extended a new 4” sanitary sewer to the east side of his property. 
This 4” sewer line has the potential to easily serve the adjacent Lot 13 site. The new sewer line 
has been inspected and meets current code requirements. The new 4” sewer is within 50’ of the 
adjacent property.  

Following our inspection of the site and adjacent lands we believe it is likely a pump station will 
be required to make the second lot sewer connection. The attached sketch shows Mr. Austen’s 
improvements relative to the adjacent Bucklin lot. Based on the described future residential use 
of the adjacent lands we believe that a joint sewer line could be installed without any 
complications with regard to health and sanitation, while meeting current code and land use 
standards. A portion of the Unified Plumbing Code attached shows that a 4” sewer line installed 
at the prescribed slope of ¼” per linear foot has the capacity of 216 domestic fixtures. The two 
residential properties will not come close to this amount of plumbing fixtures.  We acknowledge 
that the approval of a waiver does not omit the need for sewer connection fees and code 
enforcement permits. These permits would be applied for at the time of building permit for 
construction on the vacant lot. 



 

G.F. Johnston & Associates 
Consulting Civil Engineers 

 

 
We trust that this letter and attachments provides the Board with an understanding of the 
proposal.  We thank the Board in advance for their time in consideration of this request.  
 
 
      Sincerely,  

       
      Greg Johnston P.E. 
      Registered Civil Engineer 
      G.F. Johnston & Associates 
 

                                                                        
 
 
 
 
 
cc. T.  Smith 
      K. Keene 
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